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Historic Resources 

Population and Household 

Table 1: Total Population 

 
City of Wheeling Ohio County, WV Wheeling MSA West Virginia 

1970 48,188 64,197 182,712 1,744,237 

1980 43,070 61,389 185,566 1,949,644 

Annual Change -1.1% -0.4% 0.2% 1.1% 

1990 34,882 50,871 159,301 1,793,477 

Annual Change -2.1% -1.9% -1.5% -0.8% 

2000 31,419 47,427 153,172 1,808,344 

Annual Change -1.0% -0.7% -0.4% 0.1% 

2010 28,486 44,443 147,950 1,852,994 

Annual Change -1.0% -0.6% -0.3% 0.2% 

2012 Est. 28,213 44,075 146,420 1,854,304 

Annual Change -0.5% -0.4% -0.5% 0.0% 
Annual Change = Compounded average annual growth rate 
Data Source: U.S. Census 

                                                 
 
1 Sartarelli, Ph.D., Deskins, Ph.D, Lego. Wheeling Metropolitan Statistical Area Outlook 2014. West Virginia University College of 
Business and Economics. 
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Table 2:  Total Households 

  Ohio County, WV Marshall County, WV Wheeling MSA West Virginia 

1970 21,188 11,784 59,442 547,214 

1980 22,938 14,344 67,532 686,311 

Annual Change 0.8% 2.0% 1.3% 2.3% 

1990 20,646 14,051 62,858 688,557 

Annual Change -1.0% -0.2% -0.7% -5.5% 

2000 19,733 14,207 62,249 736,481 

Annual Change -0.5% 0.1% -0.1% 6.6% 

2010 18,914 13,869 61,462 763,831 

Annual Change -0.4% -0.2% -0.1% 0.4% 

Annual Change = Compounded average annual growth rate 
Data Source: U.S. Census 
Historical household data was not available for the City of Wheeling. 
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Occupancy of Housing Units 

Table 3: Summary of Occupancy Status 

  City of Wheeling Wheeling MSA City of Charleston West Virginia 

Total Housing Units 14,661 69,542 26,205 881,917 

Total Units that are 
Occupied 

12,816 (87.4%) 61,462 (88.4%) 23,453 (89.5%) 763,831 (86.6%) 

% Owner Occupied 60.7% 72.1% 57.4% 73.4% 

% Renter Occupied 39.3% 27.9% 42.6% 26.6% 

Total Units that are 
Vacant 

1,845 (12.6%) 8,080 (11.6%) 2,752 (10.5%) 118,086 (13.4%) 

% of Vacant Units - 
For Sale or Rent 

59.3% 41.2% 47.9% 30.4% 

% Vacant Units - 
Seasonal 

4.1% 16.5% 7.2% 32.4% 

% Vacant Units - 
Other 

36.6% 42.3% 44.9% 37.2% 

Data Source: 2010 U.S. Census 

  



 

Housing Values 

Table 4: Housing Costs/Value  

  

City of 
Wheeling 

Wheeling 
MSA 

City of Charleston West Virginia 

Median Value  
(Owner Occupied Units) 

$92,800 $88,800 $141,900 $97,300 

Median Monthly Costs 
(Homes with Mortgages) 

$914 $921 $1,159 $953 

Median Gross Rent  
(Renter Occupied Units) 

$537 $518 $625 $594 

Data Source: U.S. Census – 2012 American Community Survey 

 
 

The above is an advertisement on Trulia.com as of June 
2014 that shows a “new” one bed room/one bathroom 

apartment in Center Wheeling going for $1,000 a month 
without utilities. 
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Housing Unit Projections 

Economy 
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Industries Where Residents are Employed 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unemployment Rate 

Public Facilities and Infrastructure 

Public Facilities 

Water and Sewer Infrastructure 

 

                                                 
 
2 Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Note: Not intended as an exhaustive list of local attractions.

1. Artworks Around Town
2. B&O Building
3. Challenger Learning Center
4. Children’s Museum of the Ohio Valley
5. Eckhart House
6. First State Capitol
7. Kruger Street Toy & Train Museum
8. Oglebay Institute Museums
9. Smart Center
10. Stifel Fine Arts Center
11. Suspension Bridge
12. West Virginia Independence Hall
13. Wheeling Artisan Center

Cultural Recreation!P

1. Capitol Theatre
2. Centre Market
3. Towngate Theatre & Cinema
4. Oglebay Park
5. Oglebay Park Golf Club
6. Oglebay Park Good Zoo
7. Victoria Theater
8. WesBanco Arena
9. Wheeling Island Racetrack & Gaming Center
10. Wheeling Country Club

Commerical Recreation!P

1. Wheeling Jesuit University
2. Ohio County Public Library
3. WV Northern Community College
4. Wheeling Island Stadium

Institutional Facilities!P

Park and Recreational Facilities
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The above is a multi-family structure 
that resembles a large, single-family 

home. 



 

Commercial and Offices Uses in the Suburban Residential Core Areas 

Urban Residential Core 

Commercial and Offices Uses in the Urban Residential Core Areas 

o 

o 

o 

o 



 

Multi-Family Residential 

 

Mixed Residential 

o 

o 

o 

o 

  

Example of a neighborhood block 
with a mix of housing types 
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Warwood
•Continue investment to maintain this 
  stable residential neighborhood.
•Maintain and support existing 
  businesses.
•Expand on existing parks and 
  recreational facilities including access 
  to the Wheeling Heritage Trail.
•Reuse/redevelop brownfield sites for
   new light industrial/commercial uses

Oglebay
•Maintain and promote this strong 
  economic driver.
•Evaluate growth opportunities in the 
  surrounding areas, particularly new 
  housing.

North Wheeling
•Evaluate options to reduce traffic 
  impacts on the neighborhood.
•Continue plans for the development 
  of the North Park Landfill for 
  greenspace and passive recreational 
  activities.
•Continue to encourage the mixture of 
  uses along Main Street.
•Encourage rehabilitation and 
  restoration of historic buildings and 
  infill development that maintains
  the historic character.
•Maintain/upgrade the viable light 
  industrial/commercial areas along 
  Wheeling Creek in Fulton

National Road 
  – First Suburbs
•Maintain the strong residential 
  neighborhoods that are the newest 
  areas of Wheeling.
•Ensure adequate buffering of 
  residential uses from business activity.
•Maintain the commercial core along 
  US 40 and in the neighborhood 
  business areas.
•Support key neighborhood entities 
  (e.g., Wheeling Jesuit/Linsly, 
  Wheeling Park, and Wheeling Hospital).
•Support better transit options including 
  more access to the trail system.
•Increase use and access to Wheeling 
  Creek.

Wheeling Island
•Encourage reinvestment and 
  rehabilitation of Front Street, historic 
  structures, and the area north of the 
  interstate
•Evaluate redevelopment options in the 
  south (without sacrificing historic 
  structures) to provide affordable 
  housing options that can be 
  constructed above the flood elevation.
•Expand the marina area, trails, and 
  access to the river.
•Work to enhance access and 
  protections of the National Wildlife 
  Refuge at the northern tip of the island.

East Wheeling
•Continue to partner with social 
  services, churches, and schools to 
  reinvest in the neighborhood.
•Work to continue rehabilitation and 
  infill development efforts that have 
  reinvigorated this neighborhood. 
  Make sure any new development 
  maintains the character of the 
  neighborhood.
•Allow for some small-scale mixed use 
  development and urban living options 
  in a scale consistent with the 
  neighborhood.
•Acquire and clear vacant and 
  dilapidated structures on severe 
  hillside lots to open up greenspace 
  areas and provide for urban agriculture.
•Maintain/upgrade the viable light 
  industrial/commercial areas along 
  Wheeling Creek  & US 250
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South Wheeling

South Wheeling
•Support the expansion of existing 
  businesses.
•Provide for redevelopment options of 
  brownfield sites.
•Encourage affordable housing 
  redevelopment projects.
•Provide for the adaptive reuse of older, 
  unique buildings (e.g., Cooey  Benz and 
  the Schmulbach buildings).
•Expand the existing parks through 
  adjacent vacant lots wherever possible.

Downtown
•Reinvest in and protect as many 
  historic buildings as possible.
•Provide for new mixed-use 
  development opportunities that contain 
  urban living options, restaurants, new 
  office space, and small-scale 
  commercial options.
•Capitalize on the waterfront including 
  the prime area around the confluence 
  of the Ohio River and Wheeling Creek.
•Encourage expansion of the WVNCC
  campus and the location of other 
  university programs in the area to 
  create a hub of activity.
•Capitalize on the state’s planned street 
  paving and traffic improvements along 
  Main Street to undertake other 
  necessary infrastructure 
  improvements.
•Upgrade the streetscape.
•Formalize the arts and cultural district.
Center Wheeling
•Build on the current reinvestment 
  momentum to expand the historic 
  market area and surrounding residential 
  areas.
•Encourage rehabilitation and restoration 
  of historic buildings and infill 
  development that maintains the historic 
  character.
•Expand the commercial area around 
  Lowes (e.g., grocery store, restaurant, 
  etc.).
•Focus on artisan and entrepreneurial 
  growth in the area.
•Define targeted redevelopment areas 
  to develop affordable housing options 
  that can serve the local businesses 
  and OVMC.
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Appendix C: Additional Community Data 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 


