
MEETING OF THE WHEELING HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Monday, August 31, 2009 at 4:30 P.M. 
Commissioners Present:  George Blum, Cynthia Hutchison, Chuck Hood, Ron Scott,  Nedra Koval, Rabbi Lowy and Diana Bell.
Commissioners Absent:  None 
Staff Present:  Theresa Garrett and Beth Czerwonka
Others Present:  Ian Hicks
Call to Order
Chairperson Hood called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M.
Approval of Agenda
Each Commissioner reviewed the agenda of August 31, 2009.  Commissioner Bell made the motion to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Hutchison seconded.  Motion passed.
Minutes

The Commission reviewed the Minutes of July 27, 2009.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Koval seconded.  Motion passed.
Financial Report
The Commission reviewed the July 31, 2009 “Revenue & Expense Report (un-audited).  As of July 31, 2009 the Commission has expended funds in the amount of $7,829.73 from the FY 2009-10 General Fund.  There was a balance of $68,930.27.  Commissioner Lowy made a motion to accept the Financial Report.  Commissioner Hutchison seconded.  Motion passed.
Director’s Report
A. Report on preliminary inquiries from July 1, 2009 to July 31, 2009.  There were 228 inquiries:  76 phone calls, 18 letters, 11 walk ins, 117 e-mails, 3 out of office, and 3 fax.  These inquiries included 68 Employment, 71 Housing, 21 Public Accommodation, 68 Other.  There was one new case filed in July.  No questions were asked.
B. Report on the Ohio County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition correspondence. No questions were asked.
C. Report on the Hate Crimes Task Force correspondence and notice of meeting on November 12, 2009.  No questions were asked.
D. Report on National Association of Human Rights Workers correspondence.  No questions were asked.  

E. Report on Society for Human Resource Management correspondence.  No questions were asked.
F. The Mayor has not yet reappointed Commissioners.  After a brief discussion Director Garrett was asked to research the matter.  
Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to accept the Director’s Report.  Commissioner Lowy seconded.  Motion passed.

Old Business
A. Commissioner Bell reported on the Ohio Valley Black Heritage Festival.  Owens Brown is the CEO and Shawn Donaldson is the CFO.

B. Commissioner Bell spoke on a partnership with the YWCA concerning a Town Hall meeting to be held sometime in November.  The theme will be “Calling for Justice for a Better Wheeling”.  Director Garrett gave a sample of questions and list of possible panelists.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to partner with the YWCA for a Town Hall meeting.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  Motion passed.
C. Commissioner Bell reported on the EEOC Pittsburgh Seminar.  Materials and a CD are available for review.   

D. Commissioner Hutchison reported on the south Wheeling Preservation Association meeting from July 28, 2009.
E. Reminder of Second Annual Orchestrating Your Life Conference for Women to be held on October 1, 2009 in Wheeling.

F. Director Garrett inquired as to whether any Commissioners attended the “Accommodations and Assistive Devices” free Workshop held on August 6, 2009.  No one was able to attend but Director Garrett did receive a training packet.
New Business
A. Newspaper articles from the last Commission meeting to present were available for Commission members to review.

B. Next meeting of the Human Rights Commission will be on September 28, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. in the Commission’s office.  
Those Wishing/Invited to Be Heard
A. Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to amend the agenda to include additional topics.  Commissioner Koval seconded.  Motion passed.

B. Director Garrett presented the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Year End Report with corrections.  The report is a total of 34 pages.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to approve the Year End Report.   Commissioner Bell seconded.  Motion passed.  

C. Director Garrett reported that she forwarded a letter to the City Solicitor regarding directions on how to proceed with a deceased complainant’s case.  Recommendations from the Solicitor’s office are forthcoming. 
D. Chairperson Hood reported that the new Police Chief, Robert Matheny, has been invited to attend an upcoming Human Rights Commission meeting.  He reminded members that several commissioners have worked with Chief Matheny in the past, as a member of the WV Hate Crimes Task Force.
E. Commissioner Bell suggested a special meeting be set to address the issues of parking, mileage, and overall finances.  After a lengthy discussion, Director Garrett was instructed to set up a meeting between Chairperson Hood, Mayor McKenzie, City Manager Herron, Finance Director Klug, and herself to discuss those issues. 

Adjournment

With there being no further business Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Bell seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.          

Respectfully Submitted,
BethCzerwonka
Beth Czerwonka

Senior Staff Associate

