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West Spa and New Endowment Wing Opens at Wilson Lodge

Although Gary West, and his wife, Flip, enjoy their “semi-retirement home” in Florida, their hearts and community spirit have never left Wheeling, its people and its parks.  In late July, during their annual summer visit, the West family will join officials of the Wheeling Park Commission (WPC) and the Oglebay Foundation on July 31, 2008, to dedicate the West Spa at Wilson Lodge.  A substantial lead gift from the West’s made construction of the 12,000 square foot, four million dollar addition possible.

With the opening of the new endowment facility, Gary and Flip West share his enormous success in the business world with visitors to Oglebay and, most importantly, with students from West Liberty State College (WLSC) through the WPC’s “Earn to Learn” program.  

Snuggled against the hill on the lake side of the lodge, the multi-purpose addition is actually a three-level facility.  The spa is on the 1st level.  Six premier guest rooms, five with king-size beds and fireplaces, and a luxurious suite, sit atop the spa.  An outdoor patio on the top level, for public use or private parties, can be covered with an awning, if desired.  “A nice aspect of the spa addition is that it blends beautifully with the most recent guest room addition that opened in 2006,” said Doug Dalby, CEO of the Wheeling Park Commission.

Seven massage rooms are located in the spa.  According to Beth Whitehouse, Director of Hotel Operations, who has been working on the project for more than a year, everything that “touches” the guest will be of the highest quality – from granite and water features in every massage room to river rock flooring in the showers.  “First time spa-goers will feel a true sense of comfort,” stressed Whitehouse.  

Gary West is a proud graduate of West Liberty State College (WLSC) where he and Flip established the Guy H. & Mary Ann West School of Business Scholarship.   West’s most recent gift to West Liberty funded the installation of artificial turf at the school’s football stadium.  He is also providing a substantial annual challenge grant for scholarships for West Liberty’s football players who major in Business Administration.  He also served as chair of the school’s first capital campaign which raised in excess of fifteen million dollars, and he serves on the WLSC Foundation Board of Directors.  West was inducted into the school’s Alumni Wall of Honor in 1993.  Given these close ties with his alma mater, West was very amenable to establishing the new spa as an endowment facility to help a new generation of students.

Randy Worls, President of the Oglebay Foundation stressed his gratitude to Gary and Flip West for their generous gift for this project.  “The spa is another important endowment facility at Oglebay, with net revenues from the West Spa and the six new guest rooms supporting the partnership between Oglebay and WLSC called ‘Earn to Learn,’” said Worls. Established in 2006, the “Earn to Learn” program provides much needed staffing for the parks, and assists students who need job and/or work experience in areas close to their respective fields of study.  The partnership includes internships, special projects, and part-time employment for students. (This program continues to build on the relationships that have existed because of the close proximity of Oglebay to the West Liberty campus.) 

Although Gary West has been an industry leader, exemplary entrepreneur, and has shown a take-charge philosophy throughout his business career, he appreciates the discipline of education and its role in the development of a well-rounded person.  “The new facility will impact a lot of students because it will offer them employment opportunities that would not exist without this new stream of funding for the ‘Earn to Learn’ program,” said West.  “These revenues will help keep the jobs and experiences coming,” he added.

 Gary and Flip West’s road to philanthropy has been long and steady, filled with volunteerism and fundraising leadership.  Flip West worked for Station WTRF-TV when it was located in the Ogden Building on Market Street in Wheeling, and many remember her on-camera afternoon show with WTRF legendary anchor Jennings Martin.  While raising their daughters, Flip gradually shifted her interests to volunteer leadership and fundraising pursuits.  From Girl Scouts to United Way to Cerebral Palsy telethons, Flip has generously given her time and talents to helping others.

West says the decision to share assets with The Oglebay Foundation through the Spa project was simple because it is important for the parks to stay viable.  “Because Wilson Lodge plays such an important role in keeping the parks financially strong, the spa will go a long way in helping Oglebay compete with other resort properties,” he said.
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