The CDBG-R Substantial Amendment
	Jurisdiction(s): City of Wheeling, WV

Jurisdiction Web Address:     

· www.wheelingwv.gov
	Contact Person:  Nancy M. Prager 

Address:  City-County Building, Room305

                1500 Chapline Street

                Wheeling, WV  26003
             

Telephone:  (304) 234-3701
             

Fax:             (304) 234-3899                 

Email:         nprager@wheelingwv.gov                 


Ensuring Responsible Spending of Recovery Act Funds
Funding available under the Recovery Act has clear purposes – to stimulate the economy through measures that modernize the Nation’s infrastructure, improve energy efficiency, and expand educational opportunities and access to health care. HUD strongly urges grantees to use CDBG-R funds for hard development costs associated with infrastructure activities that provide basic services to residents or activities that promote energy efficiency and conservation through rehabilitation or retrofitting of existing buildings.  While the full range of CDBG activities is available to grantees, the Department strongly suggests that grantees incorporate consideration of the public perception of the intent of the Recovery Act in identifying and selecting projects for CDBG-R funding.
A.  Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities
Grantees must provide information concerning CDBG-R assisted activities in an electronic spreadsheet provided by HUD.  The information that must be reported in the spreadsheet includes activity name, activity description, CDBG-R dollar amount budgeted, eligibility category, national objective citation, additional Recovery Act funds for the activity received from other programs, and total activity budget.  An electronic copy of the spreadsheet and the format is available on HUD’s recovery website at http://www.hud.gov/recovery.  

B.  CDBG-R Information by Activity (Complete for each activity)
(1) Activity Name: (Grantees should follow the same order that activities are listed in the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities – this will allow HUD to easily match activity narratives with the information provided in the spreadsheet.)
ADA Restrooms and Upgrades to the Capitol Theatre

(2) Activity Narrative:  

In addition to the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities, grantees must provide a narrative for each activity describing how the use of the grantee’s CDBG-R funds will meet the requirements of Title XII of Division A and Section 1602 of ARRA.  The grantee’s narrative must also state how CDBG-R funds will be used in a manner that maximizes job creation and economic benefit in relation to the CDBG-R funds obligated, and will address the Recovery Act, by:

· Preserving and creating jobs and promoting economic recovery;

· Assisting those most impacted by the recession;

· Providing investment needed to increase economic efficiency;

· Investing in transportation, environmental protection, or other infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits;

· Minimizing or avoiding reductions in essential services; or

· Fostering energy independence. 
The City of Wheeling proposes to expend its Community Development Block Grant – Recovery (CDBG-R) funds to rehabilitate, bring into code compliance and ultimately reopen the historic Capitol Music Hall located within the City’s downtown business district.   The theatre was closed in 2007 due to building code violations.

The Capitol Music Hall is a landmark – known not just to local residents but to country music fans in surrounding states, near and far, and even across the border to Canada, who attended live radio broadcasts of “Jamboree USA,” a showcase of nationally known country singers.  The theatre had been a part of the vitality of our downtown district that spurred Wheeling’s economy not just with ticket sales, but with dining, shopping, and so forth enjoyed by local residents and visitors alike.  The Capitol Music Hall, a vital part of our community’s heritage, yes, but perhaps more importantly a resource for additional growth within the downtown business district.

CDBG-R funds would be used for the construction of new handicapped accessible restrooms in the space of the former gift shop.   Given the theatre’s seating capacity, the Capitol does not meet code requirements in the provision of the number of restroom facilities, handicapped or otherwise.

Additionally, CDBG-R funds will be applied toward other accessibility concerns, such as assistive devices for entrance doors, signage, and so forth.

According to an analysis completed by the Economics Research Associates (ERA), the resumption of operations at the Capitol Theatre will have a positive impact on the local economy, as shown below:

· Capitol Theatre expenditures, including onsite and offsite spending, are projected to be $5.6 million to $7.1 million annually.

· The theatre will generate between $173,739 and $226,366 in city and state tax revenues also annually.

This is a Public Facilities and Improvements project.  Therefore, the limit of 15 percent on public services is moot, because no funds are going to public service activities.  Similarly, the cap of ten percent on administrative costs is not a consideration, because 100 percent of the CDBG-R allocation would go directly to construction costs.

(3) Jobs Created: (Report the number of full- and part-time jobs estimated to be created and retained by the activity (including permanent, construction, and temporary jobs).
Currently the historic Capitol Music Hall is closed due to City code violations.  However, once reopened, the theatre is projected to employ five full-time equivalent jobs with estimated wages of $232,000.   These are newly created jobs.

Increased visitor expenditures are projected to generate an additional 60 to 74 jobs in the community.  These, too, are new jobs, with total new wages in our community are estimated at $1.3 to $1.6 million.

It is estimated during Phase I of the renovations, approximately 36 construction workers will be employed.

(4) Additional Activity Information: (A description of how the activity will promote energy conservation, smart growth, green building technologies, or reduced pollution emissions, if applicable.)
To the extent feasible within the constraints of the budget, the project will be sustainable, utilizing energy efficient and green build technologies.  Examples include:

· Occupancy sensors will be installed to regulate lights and ventilation.

· Low water use toilets will be installed.

· Hand sinks will have motion sensors.

· Recycled materials for walls, flooring and ceilings will be specified and installed, if available.

· Recycled piping will be installed, if available and cost-effective.

(5) Responsible Organization: (Contact information for the organization that will implement the CDBG-R activity, including its name, location, and administrator contact information)
Hydie Friend

Executive Director

Wheeling National Heritage Area Corporation

1400 Main Street

Wheeling, West Virginia  26003

Phone:   304-232-3087

Fax:       304-232-1812

hfriend@wheelingheritage.org

C.  Public Comment 

Provide a summary of public comments received to the proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment.

Note:  A Proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment must be published via the usual methods and posted on the jurisdiction’s website for no less than 7 calendar days for public comment.

Response:

The CDBG-R Submission Template was posted on the City of Wheeling’s web site (www.wheelingwv.gov) on Friday, May 22, 2009.   Too, a public notice was published within the Wheeling Intelligencer and News-Register on Monday, May 18, 2009 to announce a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, June 2, 2009 in conjunction with a meeting of the Wheeling City Council.  

Any citizen comments received as a result of the CDBG-R application being posted on line or as a result of the public notice or public hearing will be included with the application.

