
MEETING OF THE WHEELING HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Monday, March 29, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. at the Commission’s Office.
Commissioners Present:  Chuck Hood, Ronald Scott, Diana Bell, George Blum, and Cynthia Hutchison.
Commissioners Absent:   Nedra Koval and Rabbi Daniel Lowy
Staff Present:  Theresa Garrett
Others Present:  Quinn Law, Nick Napolitano, and Logan Wills - Wheeling Jesuit University Students
Call to Order
Chairperson Hood called the meeting to order at 4:40 P.M.
Wheeling Jesuit University students from Dr. Chris Stadler’s Senior Seminar introduced themselves 
Approval of Agenda
Each Commissioner reviewed the agenda of March 29, 2010.   Commissioner Bell made the motion to approve the agenda with two additions.  Commissioner Blum seconded.  Motion passed.   
Minutes

The Commission reviewed the Minutes of January 25, 2010.  Commissioner Hutchison made the motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Bell seconded.  Motion passed.  
Financial Report
The Commission reviewed the January 31, 2010 “Revenue & Expense Report (un-audited).  As of January 31, 2010 the Commission has expended funds in the amount of $42,856.95 from the FY 2009-10 General Fund.  There was a balance of $33,636.05 
The Commission reviewed the February 28, 2010 “Revenue & Expense Report (un-audited).  As of February 28, 2010 the Commission has expended funds in the amount of $48,099.06 from the FY 2009-10 General Fund.  There was a balance of $28,393.94. Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to accept the Financial Report.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  Motion passed.  

Director’s Report
A. Preliminary inquiries from January 1 to January 31, 2010.  There were 306 inquiries:  75 phone calls, 12 letters, 4 walk ins, 207 e-mails, and 8 out of office.  These inquiries included 114 Employment, 70 Housing, 14 Public Accommodation, 108 Other.  There were no new cases filed in January.
B. Preliminary inquiries from February 1 to February 28, 2010.  There were 280 inquiries:  59 phone calls, 15 letters, 3 walk ins, 196 e-mails, 5 out of office, and 2 fax.  These inquiries included 89 Employment, 54 Housing, 11 Public Accommodation, 126 Other.  There were no new cases filed in February.  
C. Information regarding the HRC was disseminated at the 3rd Annual Health and Wellness Fair at West Virginia Northern Community College on March 10, 2010.
D. Director Garrett attended the Safe Place Appreciation Luncheon at Wheeling Fire Department headquarters on March 18, 2010 and was presented with a recognition   plaque.

E. Director Garrett attended the WV Business Volunteer Council’s Wheeling Business Volunteerism Luncheon at Wheeling Jesuit University on March 23, 2010.

F. Director Garrett will be attending training on Robert’s Rules of Order thru WUV Extension Service on March 31, 2010. 
G. Ohio County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition report including a report on the 2010 Rx Drug Summit held at WVNCC on March 26th.  The next meeting will be April 14, 2010.  
H. Hate Crimes Task Force report. The next meeting will be May 13, 2010.  
I. Society for Human Resource Management report.  Director Garrett presented the DVD “Drop By Drop” at the February 11, 2010 meeting.  The next meeting will be May 13, 2010.   
J. NOD/CAC report including notification of WV Statewide Independent Living Council public meetings throughout the state and WV Developmental Disabilities Council openings.  The next meeting will be May 3, 2010. 

K. Continuum of Care report.  The next meeting will be April 20, 2010.
L. Affordable Housing Seminar has been canceled for this year.  Change, Inc. will sponsor one next April.

M. Director Garrett informed the Commission that the Wheeling Human Rights Commission is listed in the newspaper’s Information Guide.

N. Disability Caucus to be held on July 26-28 in Charleston, WV

O. On behalf of the Human Rights Commission, Director Garrett has joined the Racial Justice Coalition.  This is a coalition of organizations and individuals concerned to bring greater racial justice to the Wheeling, WV area.  The next meeting will be April 12. 
Old Business
A. Commissioner Hutchison did not attend the January 26, 2010 meeting of the South Wheeling Preservation Association but she did attend the March 23, 2010 meeting which featured retired Wheeling Fire Chief Cliff Sligar.
B. Chairperson Hood announced the updating of the Human Rights Commission’s Rules and Regulations will wait until the Mayor makes his new appointments. 

New Business
A. Director Garrett informed Commissioners of the PARTNERS IN EDUCAOTION and FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS reception on March 30, 2010 from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
B. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that the Chamber of Commerce will host a recognition luncheon for schools and businesses participating in the Partnerships in Education Program on April 9, 2010 

C. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that the Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours on April 15, 2010 will be held at Oglebay Park. 

D. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that the opening ceremony for Operation Reach Out will be April 16, 2010 in Charleston, WV.
E. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that National Crime Victims’ Rights Week is April 18-24, 2010

F. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that the WV Human Rights Commission and the Community Coalition for Social Justice of Morgantown, Inc. will co-sponsor a 2010 Fair Housing Seminar in Morgantown on April 19, 2010
G. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that the 5th Annual Marshall County Job Fair will be May 7, 2010

H. Director Garrett showed Commissioners a replica of the billboards announcing April as Fair Housing Month  

I. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that there is a need for reprint of the Landlord/Tenant Handbook.  

J. Director Garrett shared Thank you notes to the Human Rights Commission from Senator Jack Yost, Wheeling Housing Authority, and REM-WV/ REM Community Options. 

K. Director Garrett informed Commissioners that newspaper articles from the last Commission meeting to present were available for review.
L. Chairman Hood noted the next meeting of the Human Rights Commission will be on April 26, 2010.  After a brief discussion it was decided Senior Staff Associate Czerwonka is to investigate possible eateries for future meeting sites
M. Commissioner Bell discussed the Women of Color Diversity Training she will be attending May 10-14, 2010 in New Orleans.  She suggested that if money was available Director Garrett should attend.
N. Commissioner Bell discussed certification for Mediation.  Director Garrett will inquire and report back to Commissioners.
Those Wishing/Invited to Be Heard
No one
 

Adjournment

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.      

Respectfully Submitted,
BethCzerwonka
Beth Czerwonka

Senior Staff Associate

