Latest 25th International Blues Challenge News

1/8/09 "Bruce Wheeler of the Heritage Music BluesFest will be the energetic host of the Solo/Duo Finals Saturday, February 7 at The Orpheum Theater" according to Jay Sieleman, Executive Director of the Blues Foundation. He will take the place of 2009 KBA recipient Randy Chortkoff who had to change plans in order to leave right after the KBA brunch in order to be back in Los Angeles for the Grammys on Sunday. Best wishes to Randy, Delta Groove and the nominated album--The Blues Rolls On by Elvin Bishop who will be featured at the Heritage Music BluesFest 2009

Bruce will also serve as a venue coordinator for the International Blues Challenge Feb 4-7 in Memphis TN.

The 2009 International Blues Challenge will be the 25th year of Blues musicians from around the world competing for cash, prizes, and industry recognition. The Blues Foundation will present the 25th International Blues Challenge February 4-7, 2009 in Memphis, TN. The world's largest gathering of Blues acts represents an international search by The Blues Foundation and its Affiliated Organizations for the Blues Band and Solo/Duo Blues Act ready to take their act to the international stage. In 2008, 100 bands and 60 solo/duo acts entered, filling the clubs up and down Beale Street for the semi-finals on Thursday and Friday and the finals at the Orpheum Theater on Saturday.

The Heritage Music BluesFest features the winners of the Band and Solo/Duo competitions in Main Stage performances each year at the Heritage Music BluesFest.

For more info on the IBC's

http://www.blues.org/ibc/index.php4
For more info on the Heritage Music BlesFest http://www.heritagemusicfest.com/
